
Year 7 HISTORY – Ancient Egypt 
       TUT ROADSHOW  
       Student name and Class 
                 ______________________________ 

We call Egypt an ancient society and yet in many ways it can 
be regarded as modern. How might this be so? 

Location  Activity Teacher 
Car Park Tut Trailer Teacher 1 

Hall Tuts Tomb and Wall 
Paintings 

Teacher 2 

Class A Table of Writing – 
Demonstrate the origin of 

writing 

Teacher 3 

Class B Seals Activity –Security in 
the Ancient World 

Teacher 4 

Class C Maths in Ancient Egypt -  
Royal Cubit 

Teacher 5 

 

TIME 7.1 7.2 7.3 7.4 7.5 
8:50-9:00 Introduction 
9:00-10:00 Tut Truck Tut Tomb  Seals Writing Maths 
10:00-11:00 Maths Tut Truck Tut Tomb Seals Writing 
11:00-11:30 Recess 
11:30-12:30 Writing Maths Tut Truck Tut Tomb Seals 
12:30-1:30 Seals Writing Maths Tut Truck Tut Tomb 
1:30-2:00 Lunch 
2:00-3:00 Tut Tomb Seals Writing Maths Tut Truck 
3:00-3:10 Closing Remarks 

 

IMPORTANT: There will be an assessment task aligned to these 
activities. It is essential to keep this booklet. 

 



TOMB PAINTINGS 
 

Egyptian artists followed strict rules for the 
position and proportions of different parts of the 
body. A grid was used to transfer and enlarge a 
drawing onto a wall.  

 

 

Take up an Egyptian pose. Which parts of your body are in profile and which parts are face on?    

Profile ______________________________________ 
Face on _____________________________________ 

Look at the drawing below and, counting the number of squares, complete the list of proportions. The first 
one is done for you.  

 

head    ______3x3  

head to toe   _________ 

shoulder to waist  _________ 

shoulder to fingertips   ________ 

width of shoulders   ________ 

elbow to fingertips  _________ 

waist to knee               _________ 

knee to foot   _________ 

toe to heel   _________ 

 

Look 
carefully at the picture and follow these rules to help you draw a 
person carrying goods from the market.  

You will need some large grid paper. 
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TOMB PAINTINGS  

Osiris, God of the Underworld  
   

Osiris sits upon his throne in the underworld, ready to pass 
final judgment on the dead. Isis and her sister stand at his 
back, supporting him. Osiris wears the white crown of 
Upper Egypt. He holds a shepherd's crook and harvester's 
flail.  

             Enlarge the grid picture of Osiris.  
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Tomb Paintings 
Field of Reeds 

 

The 'Field of Reeds' was the Egyptians' idea of heaven. They imagined it was like the life they had left 
behind but free of all troubles. There would be no famine or disease. This was the land of Osiris, god of the 
Underworld  

Look at the picture of the 'Fields of Reeds' taken from a painting on a tomb wall. Egyptians believed 
tomb paintings came alive by magic.  

 

 

Describe how this couple imagined their life after death.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Artisan's Tomb 
 

Ancient Egyptians spent a lot of time and money preparing for life in the next world.  

They believed the soul returned to the body each day for food and rest. The dry, rocky hills of the western  
desert were a perfect place for their cemeteries.  

The craftsmen of Deir el-Medina, who made the royal tombs in the Valley of the Kings, cut their own tombs 
 from the rock in the cliffs around their village.  

 

Label the picture of the tomb at Deir el-Medina.  

1. rocky cliff    7. offering chapel  
2. burial chamber   8. sealed door  
3. wall paintings   9. sarcophagus  
4. courtyard    10. burial goods  
5. mud-brick pyramid  11. stairs to tomb  
6. path to village   12. bringing offerings  

Use the picture to help you make a model of a chapel and tomb.  

You will need: • card • shoe box • lining paper • sticky tape • glue • scissors • white paint • colouring pencils  

Decorate your tomb with wall paintings and fill it with treasures for the afterlife.  
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TABLE OF WRITING 

STUDENT WORKSHEET 
 

1. What were the first two languages that were invented?  
 

a. _________________________________________________ 
 

b. _________________________________________________ 
  

2. What two countries did these begin? 
 

a. _________________________________________________ 
 

b. _________________________________________________ 
 

3. Name three things that they wrote on? 
 

a. _________________________________________________ 
 

b. _________________________________________________ 
 

c. _________________________________________________ 
 

4. Who Invented our Alphabet? 
 

a. _________________________________________________ 
  

5. What is a codex? 
 

a. _________________________________________________ 
 

6. What were some events that transformed writing for the modern world? 
 

a. _________________________________________________ 
 

 



SEALS IN THE ANCIENT WORLD 
A SEAL is a device for making an impression in wax, clay, paper, or some other medium, including an 
embossment on paper, and is also the impression thus made.  

The ORIGINAL PURPOSE was to authenticate a document, a wrapper for one such as a modern envelope, 
or give security to the container or package holding valuables or important objects. 

The seal-making device is also referred to as the die; the imprint it creates as the seal impression.The 
design on the impression will reverse (be a mirror-image of) that of the die, which is especially important 
when script is included in the design. 

 

SECURITY - Just as your pin number is your personal security for your money today so the seals were the 
personal security in the ancient world  - that is why they have a hole drilled through the centre so that 
can be hung around the neck for security. 

 

STAMP SEAL - this was stamped into the wax or clay to produce the seal impression. 

ROLLING SEAL - this was a cylinder shape that was rolled across the wax or clay to leave its impression. 

 

ACTIVITY 

 

1. Make a seal impression on the clay that you have been given. 
a. Use the wooden dowel to flatten out the clay to make it ready to receive the rolling seal. 
b. Roll the seal across the clay to give an even impression of the seal. 

 

2. Create/Design your own seal that would represent who you are, your family or your trade.Using 
the page provided draw either your stamp Seal or your  rolling seal. 
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SEALS OF THE ANCIENT WORLD  

ACTIVITY PROJECT 



 

Research/Design Sheet
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  EGYPTIAN NUMBERS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Name ____________________________________________ 

 

 

 



              



 

 



 



 

 

 



THE ROYAL CUBIT 

MYSTERIOUS MEASUREMENTS  

When working out units of measurement, the Ancient Egyptians used body measurements. The most 
important unit was THE CUBIT - the distance from the elbow to the tip of the middle finger. Since most 
people do not have the same measurement for this distance, the Pharaoh's arm was used. This was known 
as the royal cubit.  

Activity 1 - Take a piece of cardboard that is 5cm wide and longer than your body's cubit length. Get 
someone to help you mark the distance from your elbow to your middle finger tip (your cubit length) onto 
the cardboard and then cut the cardboard to this length.  

How long is your cubit in cm? ____________________  

The Royal cubit was 52.3 cm long. If your cubit is shorter than this, how much does your arm need to grow 
before it can be a "royal” cubit length? __________________ 

 

The Egyptians also used smaller units.  

There was THE DIGIT, the width of the first finger at the knucklebone. Put your hand on a piece of paper 
and mark this width with a pen. Measure it.  

What is the width of your digit? ___________ 

THE PALM, not including the thumb was the next unit of measurement. Measure your palm. What is its 
width? _______________ 

It should be close to 4 lots of your digit. Multiply your digit width by 4.  

Answer: ___________ How close is this to your palm measurement? ____________ 

Finally, there is THE SPAN - the distance from the tip of your little finger to the tip of your thumb. Measure 
this length and write down the answer. _____________ 

Double the length of your span. What is this new measurement?_____________ 

How close is to the length of your cubit? ________________ 

Compare your measurements with a friend's cubit measurements.  
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EGYPTIAN MEASURES 

Egyptians measured length in cubits, palms and digits.  

 

Use your own arm to mark out a cubit. Compare it to the royal cubit of 52.4 cm.  

What is the difference? ____________________ 

 

Make a measuring rod 
from a piece of card using 
the royal cubit. Mark it off 
in palms and digits. Use it 
for measuring different 
lengths, e.g. door height. 
Record your findings.  

Taxmen visited every farm each year to survey the 
fields and find the total area of land being 
cultivated. They then estimated the size of the 
crops and calculated the farmer's tax demand.  

Strips of farmland were marked out by stretching 
the cord. Each strip was called a SETAT. It was one 
cubit wide and one hundred cubits long. So one 
setat-one hundred square cubits.  

Make an Egyptian cord by knotting a piece of 
string at intervals of a cubit.  

 

'Stretch the cord' and find the number of setats in the school field or playground.  

Draw a plan on a separate piece of paper to show the area in setats.  
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